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Custom Headers

Building custom headers for well plots allows the user to incorporate their own style and uniqueness. It 
works by merging multiple PDF files into a single presentation. The steps to generate a custom header 
are:

• Create a document using any standard office application. Templates are provided for a quick 

start in creating a custom header

• Convert the document to PDF and store it in the Polaris database

• Configure Polaris to insert a depth scale on the PDF header at a defined position

• Configure each plot to merge the custom header with the plot tracks below

The following example illustrates how to generate a custom header
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Template Files
These files are provided as examples to use in designing a custom plot header using a Spreadsheet 
application. The templates were built using Apache Open Office (LibreOffice in Ubuntu) and are stored
in a standard Open Document format. Some templates provide database access for well information to 
be updated automatically.

To use a template download it to your Desktop then double-
click on the file to open in LibreOffice.

LibreOffice will ask “This file contains links to other
files. Should they be updated?”

• Answering “yes” will allow the template to access the 

database and fill in the well information.

• Answer “no” if you wish to enter the well information 

manually.

Be aware that the well information can only be read if the file is opened on the same computer as the 
Polaris database. Otherwise is will remain blank.

Modify the example templates 
as needed including any 
company logos that can be 
drag-and-dropped into place.

When completed use the File 
Menu and select “Export as 
PDF...” to save the PDF file to 
your Desktop.
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Uploaded user files
Files can be uploaded and stored on the Polaris system. Any files that are uploaded to the system are 
backed up with the database.

Our next step is to click the “Browse” button and select the PDF file created from the LibreOffice 
Spreadsheet. Click the “Upload” button to store the PDF file in the Polaris system.

Once the file is uploaded it will show up in the
“Uploaded User Files” list.
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Depth Scale

The header used for each plot is usually the same but the “Depth
Scale” for every plot is different.

The next step is to configure where the Depth Scale will be placed
on each PDF header that is generated. The system will determine
which scale to print. (ex: MD 1:100 or TVD 5:100)

Select the PDF file in the Uploaded user files list then click the
“Depth Scale” button to open the placement editor.

Click anywhere on the image
to place an example depth 
scale image.

Optionally the page and/or 
the scale placement can be 
rotated.

After placing the depth scale 
click “Save Position” so that 
each time this file is printed 
the appropriate depth scale 
will be inserted at that 

position.

The position for the Depth Scale of each file is stored permanently in the database so that each time 
that a file by that name is uploaded it will remember it’s depth scale position. There is no need to re-
define the position each time the same file is uploaded.
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Plot Configurations
The last step is to setup the plot configuration to merge the new PDF header on to the plotted tracks. 
This feature allows multiple PDF files to be merged together. Each PDF file can be placed either before
or after the plot creating a single concatenated PDF file.

For this we will be working 
with the “PDF Plot Builder” 
section.

• Begin by making sure that the “Header” column on the far left is set to “None” to make space 

for the new PDF header.

• Click “Insert PDF before plot” button and select the PDF header file that was previously 

uploaded.

• Click “Plot This Configuration” button to view the results:
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Plot Results
This example shows a custom PDF header file 
with the depth scale placed in the upper right 
side of the document. The log is then merged 
below this header when plotted.

Custom headers and other presentation 
documents can be created using any office 
software then converted to PDF and merged 
together for complete plot customization.

The example templates includes links to the 
database for auto-filling each well information 
cell. 

Pay close attention to page size and create user 
defined paper sizes to avoid gaps between files.

All files are backed up and restored with the 
database so each header PDF file is preserved.
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Templates
Here are screen shots of the various templates available:
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